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‘~The following Appeal to the public on the charac- 
ter of Mr. Joun TAINTER, is from the New-York 
Gospel Herald—and from the pen of brother Davip 
PrckeRinG. As the doctrine of universal salvation 
has often been accused by its opposers as tending to 
licentionsness—we copy the following in proof of the 
fallacy of such opinions, as well as to expose the in- 
consistency and licentiousness attending an opposite 
theory. We are sensible that there are, in every re- 
ligious persuasion, characters who may give offence, 
and who may conduct derogatory to the principles 
and gospel of truth—but at the same time we do not 


consider this a well founded argument against the | 


cause of religious truth. We are as much disaffect- 
ed with the conduct of the person in question as 


any of our christian friends, and we do sincerely | 


pray for his return to the path of rectitude, honor, 
morality, and religion. 


An Appeal to the Public, 
Or the Character of Mr. JOHN TAINTER. 


We owe it as a duty to the public, whenever an in- 
dividual, who sets himself op as a teacher of religion, 
and perseveres in a course of dishonesty that would 
bring reproach upon the christian name, and hinder the 





was going to the county of Chenango, (N. Y.) 1! inter- 
rogated him concerning his prospects at the westward, 
and soon learned from his anewers that he wae a total 
stranger in that section; that he knew of no society 
there—that he had no prospect of a school; of a place 
to preach; nor was there, to his knowledge, a person 
in the county of Chenango with whom he had ever been 
acquainted. I then said to him, Mr. Tainter, I serious- 
ly question the propriety of your going to that place at 
present, unless your funds are amply sufficient to ren- 
der you independent of pecuniary assistance, at Jeast, 
for a few months: suggesting to him, that it would pro- 
bably require some time before he could be employed 
to such advantage as to meet his expenditures. But, 
if his funds were sufficient, there could be no great haz- 
ard in making the experiment. He replied, that he 
had no money to spend unnecessarily, and was not 
anxious to go to Chenango, provided he could meet any 
encouragement elsewhere. I mentioned Chatham, a 
place fourteen miles distant, and Amenia, about thirty- 
eiglt miles, where he prebably might be employed, 
should his labors meet their approbation. He was appar- 
ently anxious to go immediately to Chatham, and preach 
a few lectures; to which I objected, on account of his 
having an hired horse and sleigh from a livery stable in 
Albany, for which he would be subject to an expense 


progress of frwh, in the mind of the multitude, after} of two or three dollars perday. 1, therefore, urged the 
suitable warning and admonition have failed to produce necessity of his returning to Albany the next day, to 


a suitable effect, to offer for the careful inspection of! prevent a needless expense. 


that public, a faithfal delineation of his moral character, 
usaimmenn that may prevent his future impositions in 
the character of a minister, and check his unhallowed 
career in the arts of deception. This duty, however 
poinful in its nature, it becomes necessary to discharge 
with faithfulness, and afford the community at large an 
oppotunity of deciding, how far it may be safe to re- 
pose confidence in such a man. 

About the first of February Jast, Mr. Joun TAINTER 
called at my house, and introduced himself as a uni- 
versalist minister, After a little reflection, I recollect- 
ed to have heard his name mentioned hy some of my 
friends in Boston, ( Mass.) as having been a student for 
the ministry among the Congregationalists, under the 
care of the Rev. Dr. Morse, of Charlestown, (Mass.) 
That he had professed faith in the gospel of universal 
and impartial grace, and consequently left Dr. M. and 
was studying with the Rev. Mr. Turner, of Charlestown, 
with a design to enter into the ministry. 
this impression, and he informed me that he had been 
under Mr. Turner's tuition for about one year. He 





His anxiety to visit Chat- 
ham, and reluctance to acquiesce in my proposal, in- 
duced a suspicion that he was ont of money. I put the 
question directly to him; stating, as a ground of my 
suspicion, his anxiety to visit Chatham, &c. After 
some little hesitation, he acknowledged this to be the 
fact. I furnished him with money, to pay his board- 
bill at Albany, and the use of his horse, &c. 

When he returned from Albany, I was at the lower 
part of the town, and fell in company with Mr. L. Pad- 
dock’s son, who had just brought him, Mr. T., in his 
sleigh from Albany. He asked if a young man, wear- 
ing a blue cluak, was at my house. I answered,! think 
it probable ; | was expecting Mr. T. from Albany this 
afternoon. He then observed, that he had a little be- 
fure parted with him on the ice of the river, expecting 
to see him in Front-street, as he had concluded to walk 


from the ice into the street, on account of a piece of | 
'him of the unfavorable excitement which his contin- 


‘bare ground between the river and street, but had not 


I mentioned . 


seen him since they parted. Froma smile, that rested 


‘upon the young gentleman’s conntenance, | thought it 


spoke in the highest terms of Mr. Turner, as an exem- | 


plary and pious man, 

I then inquired of Mr. Tainter, whether he had been 
regularly inducted into the ministry, and was in fellow- 
ship with the General Convention of Universalists ; his 
answers to which, induced me to consider myself under 
obligations to render him what assistance I could. | 
asked him whether he had been ordained, to which he 
replied in the negative; observing, at the same time, 
that he should prefer being ordained in a society where 
be might be settled. Having made these inquiries, and 
received the answers above-named, and having receiv- 
ed a favorable account of him, something like eighteen 
roonths before, I did not consider it necessary, in a for- 
mal manner, to demand his credentials. 

In tie course of conversation, the first evening Mr. 
Tainter was at my house, I took the liberty to ask him 
the place of his destination, as he informed me that he 
was directly from New-England ; be told me that he 


possible that all was not right. I a-ked if Mr. T. had 
paid his passage ?—He answered, No! I did not see him 
after we parted upon theriver. I apologized for Mr.T. 


as being a s(ranger, unacquainted with our streets ; pre- 
‘sumed it to be a mere accident, and offered to pay bis 





passage, which Mr. P. refused, saying, he is welcome, 
as he is your friend ; or words to that effect. 


waited some days, tll l saw Mr. Paddock again, and 
asked if he had seen Mr. T. to speak with him since he 
had brought him from Albany ; who informed me that 
he had Soon after this, | inquired of Mr. T. 
whether he had remunerated the gentleman with whom 
he took passage from Albany. He answered, in apparent 
confusion, No! J had entirely forgotten it. I will go 
and see him.—Where does he live? | informed him 


not. 


that it was settled; and how, and when: | expressed 
some surprise, but recollecting some extraordinary in- | 
ito him. 
‘read. When he had perused it, he told me that Mr. 


stances of absence of mind, which I had read, | thought 
it possible he might be one of that description. He 


en 





I did not | 
‘mention this circumstance to Mr. ‘I’. at that time, but) 
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preached at the Universalist Church several times, and, 
considering his youth, was well accepted: 

The 9th of February | gave him a letter of introduc- 
tion to one of the brethren in Chatham, where he 
preached two Sabbaths ; but not being pleased with his 
labors, they were not disposed to employ him, Feb- 
ruary 26th, I gave him a letter of introduction to the 
society at Amenia, where they employed him a part of 
the time at a liberal compensation. . 

These circumstances I mention for two reason. First, 
to show the cause of my first receiving, and giving him 
encouragement. Secondly, to enable the reader to 
judge, whether I treated Mr. T. with kindness, or, as I 
have been recently accused, with persecution. This 
charge, doubtless had its origin in the following oceur- 
rence. Soon after Mr. T.’s arrival here, he came be- 
fore the public with a written discourse, purporting to 
be his own ; which, howerer, was a rerbatim transcript 
of the Rev. Mr. Turner's discourse, delivered and pub- 
lished at Charlestown, (Mass.) with the omission of 
about a page andahalf. This sermon, (the printed 
copy,) was in the possession of myself, and several of 
the universalist society here ; and when delivered by 
Mr. T., was known to be tle production of another 
man. The morning after, (having no opportunity in 
the evening,) | mentioned to him the impropriety of his 
conduct; expressed my regret, and admonished him, 
by reminding him of the certain consequences of such 
a procedure if persisted in. After some attempts at 
evasion, he acknowledged the fact, and promised never 
to repeat the experiment. He then inquired whether 
any one else knew that he had delivered Mr. Turner's 
discourse? [I told him there were sereral, and named a 
few of them. The means by which this came to be 
publicly known, I shall omit to disclose, unless circum- 
stances should hereafter require its developement. 

Mr. T. continued in town for some time, and, con- 
trary to my wishes and advice, made a few remarks in 
the Presbyterian meetings, by way of opposition. In 
short, he became the subject of many remarks, and I 
was frequently inquired of, ‘*‘ Why does that young 
man board here in this city, when he is preaching at so 
great a distance? Why does he not take up his abode 
with the people where he preaches?” To which, io 
truth, [ could give no other reply, than, that J did not 
know. | finally told him of these inquiries, reminding 


uance here was producing, and advised him to make 
his residence among the people where he was preaching. 
sut he did not see cause, it appears, to be governed by 
this advice in bis arrangement. 

About this time, (according to my impression the lat- 
ter part of March, or the forepart of April,) | received 
a letter from the Rev. Mr. Turner, of Charlestown, 
Mass. stating, that Mr. Tainter’s conduct had been 
such for about one year, that he had lost all «© :sidence 
among the people, in the different places where he had 


resided. That he had conducted in such a manner as 


to bring contempt upon the profession; and stated in 


the postscript, unequivocally, that the general facts to 
which he alluded, were substantiated beyond all doubt. 


After showing this letter to a few confidential friends, 


(which I did to be possessed of evidence of having re- 
ceived such a letter, in case it should afterwards be dis- 
puted,) I sent word to Mr. T., as soon as I learned 
that he had returned from the country, to call at my~ 
house, as | had something of importance to communicate 
He called; and 1 handed him the letter to 
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Turner had been deceived. —That no accusation could 
be brought against him, except a few trifling, youthful 
indiscretions. —That Mr. Turner, in a conversation 
with him, acknowledged this to be the fact; and that 
he had never engaged to desist from preaching, and, 
therefore, concluded, that Mr. Turner must have for- 
gotten the conversation that passed upon that subject. 
I told him that I thought it strange indeed, that a man of 
Mr. Turner's prudence, and remarkable powers of relen- 
tion, should coinmit so great a mistake, in an affair that 
required so little effortto remember. But I considered 
it possible, and therefore gave the letter into his posses- 
sion, informing him, at the same time, of my intention to 
write to Mr. Turner, who I considered greatly to blame, 
provided Mr. Tainter’s statement contained the truth. 
To this, he consented, and requested me to write. I, 
accordingly, wrote, the 18th of April, and received a re- 
ply, of which the following is an exact copy— 


(COPY.) 





Charlestown, April 28th, 1821. 

Dear Broiher,—Your letter of the 18th inst. in reply | 
to acommunication from ine, renders it necessary that | 
I should write again, and with more explicitness and | 
partic ularity. | 

My intimations relative to Mr. Tainter,were not made | 
from any other motive than @ desire to prevent difficul- | 
ty, that might arise from a misplaced confidence in al 
man, who has hitherto, in that way, wounded his} 
friends, and ‘‘ given occasion to the adversary to speak | 
reproachfully.”» I know not but he may be a different 
man, now ; in which case, | should never cherish against | 
him the remembrance of past irregularities. These | 
have been such, as to withdraw from him the confidence 
and respect of those who knew of them. I will men- 
tion one or two acts of his, which, in my opinion, 
amount to more than mere youthful imprudences. 

When Tainter left my house, in December, of the 
year 1819, to go home with brother Wood, Doctor 
Thompson paid him ten dollars, which was the money 
that remained unexpended, of what my society sub- 
scribed to support him at my house. When Mr. Wood 
and he arrived at Concord,* in the stage, Tainter stat- 
ed, that he had no money, having omitted to take his 
pocket-book away with him. Mr. Wood paid his fare. 
This was soon proved to be utterly false, and Tainter 
owned the falsehood to me in writing. In Shirley, 
his conduct to the family where he boarded, was such 
as to alienate them from him; he showed no disposi- 
tion to pay his board, and | think the man has since 
lodged him in gaol for it at Amherst. 

Last September, when Tainter was going to Conven- 
tion, he called either in hillsborough, or Washington, 
on a Mr. Jones, a brother in the faith, who knew not 
Tainter, neither did Tainter know him. It rained very 
hard.—T. was in an open waggon, and without a great 
coat. Jones inquired why he did not wear one? He 
replied, he had nothing but acloak, which he was loath 
to wet, as he was going to Convention. Jones an- 
swered, “*If you have any connexion with that body, 
you are, or ought to be, an honest man. I! will lend 
youa greatcoat.”?> T. took it, with the promise of 
returning it in a few days. Six weeks passed away, 
and no news of the garment. At length, Mr. Jones 
found T. in some place, at a distance, apparently quite 
at his ease, and having aliered the buttons, I believe, 
by getting them covered. Mr. Jones was vexed and 
angry at this conduct, and made T. give him an obliga- 
tibn for damage. 

When I went to Concord, in New-Hampshire, last 
December, my ears were assailed with this fine story: 
it came from undoubted authorfity—and when I men- 
tioned it to T., who was at Concord, he did not 
deny it. 





* Sitice receiving the above letter, I have conversed 
with Mr. Wood, who informed me that it was in a town 
near Shirley, where Mr. 7’. was called upon to pay his 
stage fare, and made the excuse above-mentioned.—-D.P. 
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I shall produce no more exainples of his proceedings : | 


( will only add, that having advised him, ip a friendly 
way, to desist from preaching, at least, for the present, 
from the consideration that he was bringing injury upon 
others and upon the common cause, be gave me his 
promise that he would desist. 

You will act as your prudence may dictate in regard 
to this man. I presume not to direct your course ol 
conduct. 1 know not, however, if there will be a ne- 
cessity of giving great publicity to these accounts, in 
ally course you may pursue. I seriously wish he would 
let preaching alone; for as we would not wish to be 
‘“‘partukers of other men’s sins,’? so neither can we 
wish to suffer by them. I have detailed what may be 
sufficient, but not all, nor by any means the worsl.— 
You will make such use of it as you think proper. 

Yours, as ever, 
(Signed) EDWARD TURNER. 

This letter arrived in Hudson, while | was on a visit 
to New-Bedford, Mass. Having an opportunity, while 
there, I visited Mr. Turner, and received intelligence 
from him, and others, which fully convinced me that 
Tainter had acted a very dishonest part. On my re- 
turn to Hudson, Tainter called upon me, knowing that 
I had been to Charlestown, and having seen the letter, 
which had arrived during my absence; and, notwith- 
standing he had declared the whole to be a base fulse- 
hood, he acknowledged to me, that all the accusalions 
contained in the above extract were /rue/ 1 then re- 
minded him of the inconsistency of his conduct toward 
me, and the falsehoods he bad told, &c. He acknowl- 
edged that he had acted an unworthy and dishonest 
part, and desired that I would forgive him. 1! told him 
I would forgive, but I should never again place confi- 
dence in him, until, by an uniform and consistent 
course of honest and upright conduct, he gave evidence 
of the sincerity of his confession. He then solicited me 
not to intercept his labors at Amenia, and elsewhere, 
promising me, that he would write to Messrs. Turner, 
Ballou, Dean, and Wood, ministers—and to Mr. Jones, 
Doctor Stephens, and the gentleman with whom he 
boarded in Shirley, and make a full acknowledgment 
of his past offences, and restitution, as far as was within 
his power. Being desirous that he might reform, J a- 
greed, provided he was punctual in the fulfilment of 
these promises, and pursued a course of strict honesty 
in future, that | would not intercept his labors for the 
present; assuring him, at the same time, that if he de- 
viated from his engagement, [ would ceriainly expose 
him. 1 said to him, ** Mr. T. you are well aware, that 
had [not been deceived, with regard to your moral 
character, | should not have given you a letter of intro- 
duction to the society at Amenia; and | do not expect 
that you wiil make use of that introduction, either di- 
reclly or indirectly, to introduce yourself any where 
else.” He replied, I have no idea of doing it. 

This acknowledgment and conversation, took place 
the 28th of May. The 29th, he wrote a letter of ac- 
knowledgment to Mr. ‘Turner, and also desired me to 
write on his behalf; which I did, informing Mr. Turner 
of his confession and promises. This letter Mr. Tain- 
ter read and approbated. He has not written to the 
other gentlemen according to promise. 

Previous to Mr. T’.’s confession of May 28th, he wrote 
a letter of denial to Mr. Turner, for the purpose of re- 
pelling the charges brought against him, of falsehood 
and dishonesty ; of which the following is an extract, 
sent to me by the Rev. Mr. Turner, 

‘* The general charges against me are a base fabrica- 
tion, absolutely false, and without the shadow of foun- 
dation whatever, ‘These reports are well known to be 
lies of the blackest die, hatched up by some mean and 
unworthy persons.” 

Compare this extract with that which here follows. 

‘**] acknowledge, sir, that in a few instances, J have 
said whal was not true, and perhaps, in some of those 
instances, | have been culpable; but again, necessity 
has required it.”? 




















I have inserted the foregoing, becanse it cont: 


ins an 
acknowledgment of one of the principal charges against 


Mr. T., and, at a time, when he was denying and at- 
tempting to repel the charges altogether. 


(lo be concluded in our next.) 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





To the Editor of the Magazine, 


Sir,—The gentleman * F.? in your last paper bas aim- 
ed at wit, but his gun bos flashed in the pan. The 
barrel of Lis wusket is so rustyjond foul, that it will not 
go off, tilit has had a thorough scouring; and then, 
being well charged, with good ammunition, it is possi. 
ble he may hit bis object, unless, it 1s intercepted bya 
‘shield > The gentleman’s mind has labored hard and 
unquestion bly be Lad a painful parturition, 

* F.? agrees, that + § bas raised a * smoke,’ and hay- 
ing Weak eyes and a delicate hewd, he is unable to en- 
dure it, and calls upon all those who have engaged in 
the ‘ aienion war,’ to accompany him in a retreat. He 
bas raised the cowards’ standard, and on it has inscri! e 
ed this motto— 

He who does not fght, but * runs away,’ 
* May live to fight anoties day.” 

The gentleman, unquestionably (as we think from 
bis productions) is deeply learnedin ancient diterature. 
in the classics, in modern philosophy, and in the hidden 
things of theology ; and we are surprised that he should 
resort to ridicule, when he is so able in argument, for 
which, (as his writings prove) be has been so long dis- 
tinguished, 

It is’ very just remark, that some universalists, are 
too apt to treat subjects of a religious nature in a sar- 
castic manner, This! have heard trom the pulpit. if 
they cannot support their side by fair, honorable, and 
serious argument, they use a little wit, and this they 
think gives them the victory. 

lf ‘FF. had treated the subject seriously, he would 
have had a serious reply ; and upona question of such 
moment, it would have become him much more, as a 
gentleman and as a christian, to have adopted such a 
course. Yours, respectfully, 6. 


_——ED 0 ae 
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OBITUARY. 

Died in Providence, R. I. on the 9th inst. after a 
long and distressing illness, of the pulmonary kind, Mr. 
HENRY WATERMAN, in the 3lst year of his age. He 
had been from early youth, a believer and advocate, for 
ihe doctrine of God’s unchangeability, and universal 
benevolence; and as such a believer, his heart was af- 
fectionate and benevolent, and guided by the principles 
of truth and honor, he gained the esteem of all who 
knewhim. Near the closing scene, a person observed, 
that ‘it was a great consolation that the Captain of our 
salvation had gone before us ;’ he observed, *! know it.’ 
Thus cut off in early life, by an infinitely wise, and 
good Being, from the society of parents, brethren and 
sisters, wife and children, and a large circle of acquain- 
tances, he had no other expectation, than, that he 
should meet them al] again,where death-divided friends 
shall never part. 


————> 2+ eo 


The Rey. Mr. Ballou of this town, left on Monday 
last, on a visit to New-York and Philadelphia. It is 
expected he will be absent three Sabbaths; during 
which time, his desk will be supplied by the Rev. Josh- 
va Flagg, of Scituate; Rev. Thomas Whittemore, of 
Milford, Mass. and the Rev. Hosea Ballou, 2d. ot 
Roxbury. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALGIST MAGAZINE, 


ON REWARDS. 


Sir,-—The following text, seeins to give us some light 
on the subject of rewards. Mark x 29.30. And Jesus 
answered and said, verily | say unto yon, there is ne 
man that hath left house, or brethren, of sisters, or fath- 
er, or mother, or wil, or children, or lands for my sake 
and the gospels; but be shall receive a hundred fold 
now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and 
mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions ; 
and in the world to come eternal life.’ 

Here are two reasons why we should be willing to 
forsake all worldly good for Christ’s sake. First, we 
should receive an hundred fold. How can this be true ? 
May not the bundred fold eonsist in enjoyment, rather 
thon in possessions of a worldly nature. Were our 
earthly connexions increased an hundred fold in nunm- 
ber. our happiness may not increase in the same pro- 
portion. But thoueh we leave, or be: foresken of re- 
Jatives aud frieuds for Christ’s sake and the gospels, 
we may have our spiritnal consolations increase an 
hundred fold in this present time. If this be the mean- 
ing of Jesus, we may see that in keeping Christ’s com- 
mands there is a great reward in this life. Even an 
hundred fold more peace and pleasantness in the ways 
of wisdom, than in the ways of folly. And that indeed 
Christ's yoke is easy and his burden light. While the 
way of transgressors is hard. This sentiment agrees 
with Papl’s declaration, * godliness hath the promise of 
the life that now is, as wellas that which is to come.’ 
tlow deceived are those, who imsgine that to neglect 
the commands of Christ, and go on in disobedience, is 
the way to find pleasure, and true happiness in the 
world! 

Jesus did not encourage his disciples to expect to es- 
cape trouble in the world. No. In the world they 
should have tribulation. They shonld hive persecu- 
tious, with the loss of connexions and spoiling of goods. 
Butin him peace. A peace which the world could not 
cive, nor take away. Did not the apostles rejoi-e that 
they were counted worthy to suffer for the name of 
Christ?) Were they not required to be exceeding glad 
when all manner of evil was spoken falsely of them ?— 
Did not Paul and Silas sing praises, when they had 
been teverely stricken, and cast into the prison, aud 
their feet made fast in the stocks? They had the faith, 
which is the substance of things hoped for, and the evi- 
dence of things not seen. They rejoiced in hope of 
the glory of God. How desirable is such a faith and 
hope! O Lord increase the faith of all thy disciples. 
And help unbelievers to hear thy word, and understand 
it; and embrace the gospel preached to Abraham, 
which promised that in his seed, [Christ] all the na- 
tions and families of the earth should be blessed. 

Secondly, ‘In the world to come eternal life.’ Does 
this mean that in the christian dispensation they should 
have eternal life? or does it have respect to an immor- 
tal state beyond the grave? Some suppose that in some 
texts, by the expression, ‘ world to come,’ we are to 
understand the christian dispensation. How are we to 
understand the expression in our text? Are not all 
sects of christians apt to explain texts to favor their 
own theories? Is this right? What selfish partial beings 
are mankind! I think, whatever other texts may mean, 
Jesus, in our text, has reference to an immortal state, 
by the expression ‘the world tocome.’ With a steady 
faith in the promise of eternal life, christians may cheer- 
fully part with all worldly good. ‘* Time is short. It 
remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though 
they had none: and they that weep as though they 
wept not, and they that rejoice, as though they rejoic- 
ed not; and they that buy, as though they possessed 
not: and they that use this world, as not abusing it: 
for the fashion of this world passeth away.” 





. OBSERVER. 
** Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good.” Str. Pavt. 
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Mr. Editor.—The following lines.are copied from a 
letter, poblished in the * Religious Informer,’ for De- 
ceisber, 1U21—printed in Andover, N.H, The writer, 
I presume, intended them for an illustration of the final 
progression, and end of the sufferings of their church. 

‘Then every saint from dust will rise, 
And st:ke the golden lyre, 
To meet their Saviour in the ekies, 
And leave the world on fire.” 
What the writer means the reader to understand, by 


the words, * leave the world on fire.’ 


is aquestion of no 
small magnitude. Scripture will not justify the appli- 
cation to either the KARTA on Which we dwell, or the 
INFMABITANTS thereof. For example, if he has refer- 
ence to the earth, how shall we reconcile the following 
texts of scripture: * the earth which he hath establish- 
ed FOREVER, Ps. Ixxviii69. ‘Generation passeth 
away, aud generation cometh; but the earth abided 
FOREVER,’ Eccle.i4. ‘* The earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea,’ 
Isa. xi 9. ‘* The stone that smote the image, became a 
great mountain, and filled the WHOLE earth,’ Dan. ii 35. 
And, * Thy kingdow come, thy will be done in earth, 
as in heaven,’ Mat. vi. 10. 

Again,—If the writer means the 1nwABITANTsS of this 
earth, how shall we reconcile the following quotations 
of scripture: ‘In thee shall all the rAminigs of the 
earth be blessed,’ Gen. xii 3. * All the NATIONS of the 
earth shall be blessed 1n him,’ Gen. xviii. 18. * Be-| 
hold the Lamb of God which taketh away the SIN of 
the WORLD,’ John i 29. ‘Asin Adam all die, EVEN 
so in Christ shall ALL be made alive,’ 1 Cor. xv 22, 
and 49th verse, * As we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear the imAGE of the heavenly.” 
‘ That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he 
might gather together in ONE all THINGS in Christ, BoTA 
which are in heaven and which are on earth, 1n hiw, 
Eph.i 10. ‘And every creature which is in heaven, 
and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are 
in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, 
blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, unto him, 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for- 
ever and ever.’ Rev. iv 13. 

The question now is, Mr. Editor, where is this ‘world,’ 


tbha( those saints calculate to * leave on fire.’ 
JOHN. 


Ciniversalist jHagasine. 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1821. 














ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF OUR 
BLESSED LORD AND SAFIOUR, 
JESUS CHRIST: 





DECEMBER 25th, 1821. 





‘Fear not: for behold I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to atu people: for unto you 
is born this day, in the city of David, a SAVIOUR, 
which is Christ the Lord.”—Sr, Luke. 


The day is near at hand which has usually been 
commemorated as the birth-day of our Saviour. To 
the christian world, this must ever be hailed as a glo- 
rious era in the records of time; when life and immor- 
tality were brought to light, and death was, as it were, 
swallowed up of Jife. Instead of the manner in which 
many pass thig day—it would certainly be more ration- 
al and proper to devote at least a part of it to devotion 
and religious contemplation. And we should deem it 
consistent with the principles of our holy religion, that 
the temples and places of worship should be thrown 
open on this day—where all may enter and offer up the 
prayer of devout acknowledgement and fervent grati- 








tude to the autbor, and giver of all good, in providing 


a way to ransom his creature man from sin and death, 
and opening the glorious prospect of a happy immor- 
tality beyond the grave. For what can be an object of 
more serious contemplation, or what can more sponta- 
neously call forth the feelings of gratitude and love, 
than to meditate upon the unbounded goodness of our 
heavenly Father in providing for us a Saviour, who 
has ‘tasted death for every man: and given us an as- 
surance by his resurrection from the tomb, that we also 
shall ascend to heaven, and enjoy that felicity, which 
‘is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away ,; 
to his Father and our Father, to his God and our God.” 
— There, the voice, attuned to songs of gladness, shall 
mingle with the host of heaven, and the sweetest an- 
them that ever mortals or immortals sung, * O death: 
where is thy sting, O grave! where is thy victory ?— 
Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through 
our Lorp Jesus Curist’! 


9 0) Oo 


‘THE APOSTATE’S DEATH !"? 


In the Boston Recorder of Dec. 15th, we noticed a 
long narrative of the apostacy of Mr. P. from the chris- 
tian religion ; together with the anthemas of the writer 
who has traced his character to the closing scene, and 
sentenced him,[though he had repented of his ways, and 
in fervency implored the protection and mercy of his 
Father in heaven] to eternal torments beyond the grave ! 
Bat not satisfied with his own opinion, or perhaps fear- 
ing that it might be erroneous, he presumes to interro- 
gate the Majesty of heaven, and presumes it might not 
be arrogance to asks ** where rests his soul?” 

Unwilling to leave the God of heaven to decide upon 
his case, for fear of his infinite goodness, he might have 
mercy upon his soul, he assumes the province to sen- 
tence him himself to the abodes of eternal misery and 
despair! What a heavenly disposition! how perfectly 
like the character of him who, while expiring upon the 
, addressed the prayer of intercession, and sympa- 
thy to his God, in the moving accents of ‘Father for- 
give them for they know n«* what they do!’ Happy 
is it for us, that we are not under the necessity of being 
finally judged by the superstitious opinions and tradi- 
tions of those men, who, because they have not tle pow- 
er to burn our bodies, are desirous of committing our 
SOULS to an eternal fire!! It is astonishing with what 
avidity believers in eternal punishment, seize upon 
every opportunity that presents itself, to frighten the 
weak and the credulous, into what they denominate a 
‘saving state.” They are apparently more interested to 
make others ‘* righteous overmuch,” than to regulate 
their own conduct by the precepts and doctrines of him, 
who spake as never man spake. 


cross 


To Readers and Cor +: 

*R. C****? will be inserted in No. 28. 

* Seek Truth’ in our next. 

‘J. Bt++*+, in answer to ‘6,’ will’ be published in 
our next. 

Several communications on file. 

a _____ 

MARRIED, 

In this town, Henry W. Delavan, Esq. of Albany, to 
Miss Elizabeth M. Otis, daughter of the late Samuel A. 
Otis, Esq. of Newburyport. 

Mr. Daniel Sharon to Miss Mary Ann Millet. 

In Eastport, Me. Mr. John Seavey to Miss Nancy 
Johnson, formerly of Portsmouth, N. H. 


———- _—_—_——— 
—_——— 


DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Delia Torrey, wife of Mr. Samuel 
D. Torrey, aged 23. 

James, son of Mr. James Holbrook, 2. Margzret, 
daughter of Mr. Austin Finley, 5 years and 9 mo. 

Mr. Benjamin Hollis, 26. 

Mr. Samuel Blake, 86. Edward Whiteman, 6 mo. 

In Salem, Mr. Jacob Pearson, 67. 





—- 
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From the N. Y. Gospel Herald. 


AN APPEAL TO THE WORLD. 


STATEMENT OF PACTS. 


‘For I beheld, and there was no man; even among | js in Christ Jesus, our Lord.’ 


them, and there was no councillor, that when I asked 


of them, covLD ANSWER AWoRD. Behold, they are! 


all vanity---their works are NoTHING,”’----Isa. XIi. 
28, 29. — 
Universality of the Alonement Proved. 


(Continued from page 96.) 
THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION ILLUSTRATED. 


Paul continues—‘ Moreover, whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called ; and whom he 
called, them he also justified; and whom he 
justified, them he also glorified.’ The context 
isexplanatory. See 20—23 verses. ‘For the 
creature was made subject to vanity, not willing- 
ly, but by reason of him who hath subjected in 
hope.’ Because the creature itself also shall be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God.— 
For we know that the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until now ; and 
not only they, but ourselves also, which have 
the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of our body.’ Read- 
er, this same Paul says, ‘I would have you 
know that the Head of every man is Christ. For 
as the body is one, and hath many members, and 
all the members of that one body, being many, 
are one body, so alsoizs Christ. For by one 
Spirit are we all baptised into one body whether 
Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or free ; and 
have all been made to drink into one Spirit,’ 1 
Cor. xii. You will observe, that those men- 
tioned in the 23d verse, as having the first-fruits 
of the Spirit are delivered, and are, by knowl- 
edge, the children of God. In contradistinction 
to those who have thé first fruits, is the crea- 
ture mentioned in the 2lst verse, whom Paul 
says, ‘shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the child- 
ren of God.’ You will, likewise, please to re- 
collect, that the word, in the original, translat- 
ed creature in the 20th and 21st verses, is Ktzsis, 
and is the same, which is translated creation in 
the 22d verse! The reason for the groaning of 
those who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, and 
are, in consequence, ‘ delivered into the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God,’ is, because 
they are taught, by that Spirit, that a/llmen are 
brethren, and members of the body of Christ, 
the common head. Therefore, they, * being 
members one of another,’ cannot say, as Paul 
observes to the Corinthians—‘ If the foot shall 
say, because I am not the hand, | am not of the 
body ; is it therefore not of the body? And 
whether one member suffer, all the members 
suffer with it; or one member be honored, all 
the members rejoice with it.’ (See 1 Cor. xii.) 
The happiness of each, is absolutely necessary 
for the happiness of ali—and the happiness of 
all, is necessary for the happiness of each !— 
Every man, therefore, who is taught by the 
Spirit of God, which is LOVE! will, like the 
apostle, groan within himself, waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our Bopy.’ 
Not my body! Like the disciples of Calvin, go 
to heaven my-self, and when J get safe, laugh 
and shout at the miseries of countless millions !! 
These are TRUTHS! And they shall be told, 
if the stake—the scaffold—or the halter, be the 

price of telling them! * For | am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principal- 
ilies, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 











to come, nor height, nor pertn, (* For great is 
thy mercy toward me, and thou hast delivered 
my soul from the Lowest Acll.’ Ps. Ixxxvi.) nor 
any other creature, (the devil cannot) shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which 
HaLvecvsan ! 

If any further illustration of this is necessary, 
we have it, clear as the noonday sun, in Paul’s 
epistle to the Ephesians ; ‘ Having predestinat- 
ed us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, (How? In what manner ”) ac- 
cording to the good pleasure of his will.’ Let it 
be remembered, that this predestination is ac- 
cording to the good pleasure of God’s will. Paul 
continues—‘ To the praise of the glory of his 
grace (remember, it is not on account of our 
good works or faith, or any thing that we have 
done, or can do. Arminians, look at this. And 
Calvinists who send men to their hell for want 
of good works, may look also.) wherein he hath 
made us accepted in the beloved; 7m whom we 
have redemption (there is no redeeming power 
in ourselves) through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of his grace, 
wherein he hath abounded towards us in all wis- 
dom and prudence ; (how is this abounding 7— 
Hear) Having made known unto us the myste- 
ry (secret) of his will, according to his good 
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself ; 
(now the apostle 1s telling the mystery of God’s 
will, his good pleasure, which he purposed in 
himself, Hear ye him.) That in the dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of times ;* he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven, and which are on earth, in him.’ 
This is the mystery of God’s will, which the 
apostle says is made known, and which he de- 
clares is his good pleasure. Compare this with 
the Ist epistle to Timothy ii. where, after ex- 
herting Timothy to pray for all men, he de- 
clares that ‘this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour, who will have all men 
to be saved,’ &c. and of * Christ Jesus, who gave 
himself a ransom tor all, to be testified in due 
time.” The purpose, will, and good pleasure 
of God, is the salvation of all men, and the gath- 
ering together in one ull things in Christ! Paul) 
continues—‘ In whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated according to 
the purpose of him who worketh all things after 
the counsel of his own will.” Reader, what is 
the purpose of him, who worketh all things af- 
ter the counsel! of his own will ? Will you be- 
lieve Paul, or John Calvin? Paul says, that the 
mystery of his will, according to his good plea- 
sure, which he bath purposed in himself,’ is, 
‘that in the dispensation of the fulness of times, 
he might gather together in one avr things in 
Christ,’ &c. God’s will, therefore, and good 
pleasure is, the salvation of att in Christ. And 
Paul declares, that he is predestinated according 
to this purpose, &c. Paul continues—‘ That we 
should be to the praise of his glory who first 
trasted in Christ; in whom ye also trusted 

when?) after that ye-heard the word of truth 
(what was that word of truth?) the gospel of 
your salvation ; (they did not make that true by 
believing, which was net true before they be- 
Jieved if) in whom also after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of our inheritance, until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the 
praise of his glory,” What was that * Holy 





* There were dispensations previous to the Mosaic 
dispensation. The Mosuic dispensation ended, whea 
the Gospel dispensation coinmenced., The dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of (ames, must be a dispensation 
when all times shall end, and a dispensation different 





from any before, will (hen commence. 


Spirit of promise ? Ans. It is * the mystery of 


his will, according to his good pleasure, which 
he hath purposed in himself; that in the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of times, he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ.’ Is this dis- 
puted? Then read the promise made to Abra- 
ham. ‘ By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, 
&c. that in thy seed (Christ) shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed.’ Let it be remember- 
ed, that unless all nations are gathered together 
in one in Christ, they never can be blessed in 


him. All the nations, families, and kindreds of 


the earth, are the purchased possession. And 


the earnest of Paul’s inheritance, or evidence, if 


you please, was the testimonies given by inspir- 
ation of the Holy Spirit, that all should be gath- 
ered together in Christ. It is not possible for 
language to be plainer. Paul predicated his 
own salvation on the knowledge of the fact, that 
it was the good pleasure and purpose of God, to 
gather in one all things in Christ! This was 
the gospel of Paul's salvation ; and itis the gos- 
pel of the salvationofall men. Fearnot. For 
behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David. a Saviour, 
whois Christ the Lord. Luke ii }0G 11. And the 
Scripture foreseeing that God would justify the 
heathen (not the elect) through faith, preached 
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee 
shall all nations be blessed. Gal. iii 8. 

This is God’s doctrine of election. It is not 
the choosing a few to life, and condemning the 
many toendless wretchedness! It is the choo-- 
ing a few to testify of the purpose of God to save 
the whole! And the calling of the many to the 
gospel of their salvation, which is good tidi:es 
of great joy, which shall be to all people. Make 
a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lauds. Serve 
the Lord with gladness , come before his pre- 
sence with singing. Know that the Lord he is 
God: He hath made us and not we ourse! yes : 
weare his people, and the sHerp of his pasture. 
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving. into his 
courts weeh praise: be thankful unto him, bless 
hisname. For the Lord 1s coop; his merey 1s 
everlasting ; and his truth to all generations, 
Ps. c, (‘To be continued. ] 
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“WHY WEEPEST THOU» 


Does gloomy fate, with sullen frown, 
Consume thy soul with care? 

Hast thou the draught of misery kuown, 
Whose dregs are dark despair? 

Art thou oppres’d with sorrow’s doom, 
Thy beart with anguish torn— 

Oh, soon that sad and clicerless gloom 
Shall wake a brighter morn! 

Th:n why should sorrow wring thy brow— 

Say, mourner, say—* why weepest thou?’ 


Does tender love bedeck the bier, 
Is dust—with dust inurn’d ? 
Has one—affection priz’d so dear 
To Heaven, and God—return’d? 
The beauteous flower, that charms the eye 
And decks the smiling plain— 
With winter's biast, does fade, and die, 
But dies—to bloom again ! 
Then why should sorrow wring thy brow— 
Say mourner say—‘ why weepest thou?" 
, 
“Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 


which also ye are called in one body ; and be ye thank- 
ful.” Sr. Pav. 
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